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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The next meeting of the Minnesota Li- 
brary Association will be held at the 
Radisson Inn, Christmas Lake, September 
4-7, Rates will be $6 per day including 
meals, 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Washington conference was marked 
by an attendance of over 2500 from 5 na- 
tions, and 45 states. In spite of the many 
attractions of the capitol city, and the 
Widely separated hotels and meeting 
places, there were large enthusiastic audi- 
ences at nearly all meetings. The exhibits 


in the basement of the auditorium were 
unusually attractive, and afforded the one 
central point where people met. 

_ In his address of welcome at the open- 
ing session, Justice Wendell P. Stafford ex- 
pressed the charm of Washington in the 
following poem: 
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The cherry-blossoms left their love for 
you. 
Sorry not to meet you. 
We have, almost as lovely, 
wings 
Of dogwood in g 
blue 
Most of the time. Your sweet nothing- 
to-do 
Should make you happy. 
flings 
Her splendor 
* sings 
Of all the golden years will bring to view. 
Take, for remembrance, everywhere you 


Other things: 
glistening 


reen hollows, heavens all 


Here tradition 


on the past, and each heart 


roam, 
Three things that never disappoint the 
eye, 


Or fail to make Americans at home: 
A constant shaft in the inconstant sky, 
A temple with a river flowing by, 
An undissolving cloud, the great gray 
dome. 











Miss Eastman in her president's address 
pictured the role that librarians are play- 
ing in world affairs, and asked her audi- 
ence to look with her into the future at 
the ideal library. 

“Every town and village wiih its li- 
brary, adequate to its needs as supple- 
mented by its county library or its State 
library,’’ she said. ‘‘Every city with a 
complete library system reaching all of its 
citizens. All rural districts even the most 
remote, served by library station, book 
ear or book post, and generously supplied 
with books from the county library, which 
in turn can look to its State library to 
supplement its resources. Every school, 
college and university with a live working 
library as its palpitating heart.” 

“These ideal libraries presuppose ideal 
librarians and library. staffs, experts 
adapted to their particular jobs and pre- 
pared for them by education and special 
training and adding to a broader know- 
ledge of books and of library technique, a 
mastery of practical psychology and gen- 
uinely human and responsive interest in 
other people’s problems.” 

She outlined the enlarging field of the 
A. L. A. in rendering services both to 
its membership and to the general cause 
of library advancement, and made a 
strong plea to each member to do his part 
in increasing the endowment fund which 
will make possible the continuation and 
further extension of special activities. 

Mr. Bowker, always a commanding per- 
sonality, spoke of the 30th anniversary 
of Herbert Putnam’s service in the Library 
of Congress, and paid a tribute to his 
work. 

At the literary program, Hermann 
Hagedorn told of Building up the Roose- 
velt Memorial collection and Charles 
Moore, author of The family life of George 
Washington, spoke on the collection of 
Washington material. 

Eric Kelly, who had received the New- 
bery medal on the previous day, for The 
Trumpeter of Krakow, gave a vivid ac- 
count of his experiences which found the 
background for the book. In 1918, he was 
in relief work with the Polish legions in 
France and went with them back to Po- 
land. The book was planned when the au- 
thor, at the invitation of the Kosciuszko 
Foundation, was studying and teaching at 
the University of Krakow. 

At the closing session, F. P. Keppel, 
President, Carnegie Corporation spoke on 
Adult education and reading courses and 
the high note of the conference was struck 
in the address on A liberal education by 
Everett Dean Martin. He said that the re- 
sult of more wide-spread education, was 
that we were better dressed, fed and 
amused, but not enough emphasis was laid 
on relative values. There is greater ne- 
cessity for judgment, choice and appre- 
ciation of quality. It is more important 
to understand than to believe. As a na- 
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tion we have become wonderfully efficient 
and utterly unreflective. We need educa- 
tion for play, more ceremony and nusie 
Living is a game; and life an art. We are 
playing a game with destiny. : 

The section meetings offered interesting 
and profitable programs, only a few of 
which can be noted here. 

At the Small Libraries Round Table, the 
chief subject for discussion was the Com- 
parative value of side lines. Margery 
Quigley, Librarian of the Free Publie Li- 
brary, Montclair, N. J. discussing ‘When 
to Avoid Side Lines,’’ said that libraries 
today are beginning to find themselves 
and learn that their true function is to 
supply books and information to their 
communities. Some of the side lines 
which she thought should be avoided are 
free use of the library halls, lantern shows 
exhibits, story hours, making of posters 
and lists, studying for points by members 
of the staff, and organized gatherings for 
staff members. 

Flora B. Roberts, Librarian of the Pub- 
lic Library, Kalamazoo, Michigan, dis- 
cussed ‘‘When to Follow up Side Lines.” 
She made a plea for honest thinking as 
to what fits any community. She said that 
there are large small libraries, and small 
large libraries. ‘‘To have a large small 
library, we must do some reaching out 
of a definite character, We can do it 
through three ways: Our book stock, our 
staff and our income.’”’ In discussing some 
of the side lines mentioned by Miss Quig- 
ley, she said that staff study for points 
was useless, but staff study for growth 
should be encouraged. 


At the League of Library Commissions 
meeting, Mr. Milam, secretary of the 
A. L. A. said that in 50 years $50,000,000 
had been’ spent on Carnegie libraries for 
cities and towns, yet the Public Library 
job in America is only half done. He 
urged state library extension workers to 
have more courage in asking for funds, 
and suggested that the time had come for 
state aid and federal subsidy for promot- 
ing county libraries. 

Dr. Bowker said the Trustees’ section 
was making plans for enlarging the in- 
terest of trustees, and urged that we 
“Wake up trustees.’’ 


Perrie Jones, Supervisor of State Insti- 
tution Libraries, St. Paul, was chairman 
of the Hospital Libraries Round Table, 
which held its session in the charming 
new library of Walter Reed General Hos- 
pital. After luncheon there was a tour 
of the hospital and gardens, followed by a 
delightful tea, with the commanding off- 
cer and several members of the staff act- 
ing as hosts with Miss. Schick, the 
librarian. 

Helen K. Starr, James J. Hill Reference 
Library, St. Paul, was chairman of the 
Catalog Section, which held three ses- 
sions. 
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F. K. Walter, Librarian, University of 
Minnesota, had a paper before the Amer- 
ican Library Institute on The Burden of 
Interlibrary Loans, and also took part in 
discussions at the Library Buildings and 
Periodicals Round Tables. 

Those registered from Minnesota were: 
Webster Wheelock, Myra Buell, Char- 
lotte Campbell, Della McGregor, Florence 
Mathes, Helen Rugg, St. Paul Public Li- 
prary; Helen Starr, J. J. Hill Reference 
Library; Clara Bryan, Hamline University 
Library, St. Paul; Perrie Jones, Super- 
visor of Institution Libraries, Josephine 
Norval, State Library, Clara F. Baldwin, 
Library Division, St. Paul; Sister Marie 
Cecilia and Sister Marie Jose, St. Cather- 
ine’s College, St. Paul; Ethel Berry, Adra 
Fay, Alta Hansen, Marguerite Haynes, 
Ernest L. Johnson, Katheryn Knos, Glenn 
M. Lewis, Isabel McLaughlin, Florence 
Mettler, M. Frances Redman, Augusta 
Starr, Dorothy Wurzburg, Minneapolis 
Public Library; F. K. Walter, Edna L. 
Goss, Margaret M. Trimble, University of 
Minnesota Library, Minneapolis; Edith 
Corson, Glen Lake Sanatorium, Hennepin 
County; Edna G. Moore, Ada Hagen, 
Maude R. Ressler, Duluth Publie Library; 
Wilda Barnes, Buhl; Fern Gavin, Moun- 
tain Iron; Gertrude Glennon, Stillwater; 
Dorothy Hurlbert, Hibbing; Agnes V, 
Johnson, Chisholm; Mrs. Vivian G. Nor- 
rid, Eveleth; Grace Stevens, Virginia; 
Ruth Haven, Chatfield; E. S. Holmgren, 
St. Paul. 

Andrew Keogh, Librarian of Yale Uni- 
versity was elected president for 1929-30. 
The next meeting will be hetd in Cali- 
fornia, the time and place to be announced 
later. 





LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 


The 11th Annual Meeting of the Lake 
Region Library Club was held in Alexan- 
dria, June 17-18 with a good attendance 
of librarians and trustees. 

Mrs. Margaret McCord, acting as Presi- 
dent in place of Mrs. Goss, who was 
unable to be present, opened the meetings 
by calling on librarians and others present 
to give brief reviews of some book read 
during the year. 

Following the roll call, Miss Mildred 
Kress, Reference Librarian from the Li- 
brary Division, St. Paul, gave some inter- 
esting thoughts on the possibilities of the 
library scrapbook and the reading aloud 
of key books, making her talk more inter- 
esting by giving examples of results, 
where work along this line is being done. 

In the evening the Library Board were 
hosts to visitors at a most excellent din- 
her served at the Hotel Alexandria—Mr. 
Constant Larson of the Alexandria library 
board, presiding in a fine, live manner. 

Mrs. J. J. Volker, President of the Li- 
brary Board gave the address of welcome, 
most graciously, taking occasion to ex- 
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press warm appreciation of Alexandria's 
librarian, Mrs. Margaret McCord. The re- 
sponse was given by Mrs. H. W. Bertelsen 
of Fergus Falls, who after tendering 
thanks for the warm welcome extended 
to librarians and trustees, gave some good 
thoughts on the duties and responsibilities 
of trustees, urging especially the need of 
a broad outlook for the library—present 
and future. 

Mr. C. A. Kolstad of Alexandria bright- 
ened the after dinner period by a couple 
of impersonations. 

At 8:30 the group returned to Cham- 
ber of Commerce and listened to an inter- 
esting talk on ‘‘The benefit to a city from 
a good Public Library.’’ Then came Miss 
Baldwin, our State Director of Libraries, 
who told of the important recent trends in 
Library work, as emphasized at the recent 
meeting of the A.L.A. She said that li- 
braries are coming to a larger sense of 
their responsibilities as purveyors of 
books and information—of the opportu- 
nity for encouraging the need of educa- 
tion for play—interesting patrons in the 
beautiful in life—art, music, ete., and 
closing with the thought that the large 
small library is one which reaches out to 
enlarging fields of usefulness. 

On Tuesday morning Miss Amy Lewis, 
Librarian of Fergus Falls gave a most 
worth while paper on New and interesting 
non-fiction. See page 128.) 

This was followed by Mrs. Clara Jones, 
Librarian of Brainerd, who before giv- 
ing her review of Recent Fiction drew 
attention to the fact that, in the public 
library with its readers of many differing 
ideas as to what is a good book, it is 
necessary to cater to all tastes in read- 
ing, and then gave a brief review of a 
good list of books, the list being a prac- 
tical example of considering many tastes 
in fiction. 

We next listened to a fine talk by Mrs. 
Hazel Halgrim of Thief River Falls on 
County library work in Pennington 
County. Mrs. Halgrim told in a most 
interesting manner of the way in which 
appropriation for County Service was first 
encouraged and how work is being han- 
dled. This was followed by a live dis- 
cussion on the topic of library privileges 
to country patrons. 

The report of the Resolutions Commit- 
tee was read and accepted. 

The report of the Nominating Committee 
was accepted and the following officers 
were elected: President—Mrs. H. Ingalls, 
Crosby; vice-president—Mrs. Clara Jones, 
Brainerd; Secretary-Treasurer—Miss Paul- 
ine Hofmeister, Ironton. 

The secretary was instructed to send 
letters of sympathy to Miss Davis, Librar- 
ian of Sauk Center, the illness of her 
mother having prevented her attendance 
at the meetings; also to Mrs. Ingalls of 
Crosby whose accident prevented her at- 
tendance. 

















The meetings were brought to a close 
by a drive around some of the most beau- 
tiful lakes and surrounding country of 
Alexandria. 
Librarians and atten- 
Fergus 
Falls, 
aul, 


trustees were in 
dance from Alexandria, Brainerd, 
Falls, Glenwood, Litchfield, Little 
Moorhead, Morris, St. Cloud, St. 
Thief River Falls, Wadena. 

JEAN STEWART, 


Secretary. 


RANGE LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

The seventh semi-annual meeting and 
banquet of the Range Library Trustees 
was held in Chisholm, Thursday evening, 
April 4th. 

The tables were arranged on 
floor of the library and were 
decorated with spring flowers. 


the main 
beautifully 
Musie was 


provided by the High School orchestra 
and a delicious dinner was served. At 


the first part of the program J. P. Vaughn 
president Chisholm Library Board 
acted as toastmaster. Le Roy Arnold 
gave the chief address on Broadway Plays 
Today, in which he rapidly reviewed some 
30 plays which he had seen in New York, 
ending with an optimistic note as to the 
future of the drama. Miss Baldwin of 
the Library Division, discussed The Li- 
brary and its problems of government. 
Several musical numbers’ were given. 
At the business session V. E. Boardman 
of Eveleth presided in the absence of the 
president C. M. Peterson of Coleraine. 
Topics discussed were the responsibility 
of trustees for regular attendance at meet- 
ings, and standards of service for the li- 
brary staff. A committee was appointed 
to make a comparative study of qualifi- 


eations, salaries, hours, vacations, ete. of 
the library staff. 
Officers for the coming year were 


elected as follows. 

V. E. Boardman, Eveleth, President; 
Mrs. D. Costello, Grand Rapids, and Mrs. 
Ellery Anderson, Buhl, 1st and 2nd vice- 
presidents; Mrs. Irwin Lerch, Hibbing, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

The next meeting will be a 
Grand Rapids in September. 
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TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 

The spring meeting of the Twin City 
Library Club was held April 30, 1929, in 
the Community Room of the Public Li- 
brary of South St. Paul. The Library com- 
mission and Miss Grace Dorival, librarian 
of the South St. Paul Library were hosts 
and hostesses. 

123 librarians with 7 others sat down 
to a bountiful dinner, both delicious and 
satisfying, which was cooked and served 
by the ladies of the South St. Paul Metho- 


dist chureh. On the tables were vellow 
candles and large bowls of marsh mari- 
golds. 


Between courses, each one stood up and 
told her name and library. 








The speaker of the evening was an in- 
ternationally known paleontologist, Dr. A 
S. Coggeshall, of the St. Paul Institute 
who has recently come to St. Paul from 
the Pittsburgh Carnegie Institute. He 
gave a most interesting address on “The 
Indian in Prehistoric America,” illustrated 
by unusually beautiful lantern slides, Mp 
France of the South St. Paul High Schoo] 
operated the stereoptican machine for him. 

Later, Mr. John N. Irving, President of 
the Library Commission welcomed the 
Twin City Library Club and spoke on the 
history and development of the South st. 
Paul Library. 

Miss Edna Goss of the University of 
Minnesota Library urged everyone to join 
the American Library Association. 

Besides Mr. and Mrs. John N., Irving, 
other honor guests were Mesdames Gran- 
nis and Covington, also members of the 
Library Commission and Mr. I. T. Simley, 
Superintendent of the South St. Paul 
Schools and Mrs. Simley. 

The South St. Paul Library Commission 
furnished cars to assist in transporting the 
librarians to and from South St. Paul. 


I. CHARLOTTE CAMPBELL, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 





TWIN CITY CATALOGERS'’ 
TABLE 


The Twin City Catalogers’ Round Table 
met in Minneapolis on April 24th. 

A short business meeting was held at 
which the following officers were elected: 
Mrs. Jennings, of the St. Paul Publie Li- 
brary, chairman; Miss Grondahl, of. the 
University Library, vice-chairman; and 
Miss Wurzburg of the Minneapolis Public 
Library, secretary-treasurer. Miss Clapp 


ROUND 


of the Minneapolis Public Library was 
elected as delegate to the A. L. A. con- 
ference with Miss Wurzburg as. alter- 
nate. 


Miss Goss then made a few remarks on 
the Brussels scheme of classification. Miss 
Starr gave a short talk on the proposed 


program of the A. L. A. catalog section 
and in regard to the plans for coopera- 


tive cataloging. 

A short symposium was then given by 
recent library school graduates drawing a 
comparison between the theory of cata- 
loging as learned at library school and the 
practical side in their present positions. 
The speakers were: Miss Elizabeth West, 
of the Pratt Library School and at pres- 
ent in the Minneapolis Public Library, 
Miss Katherine Yerxa, of the Columbia 
University Library School, also at the 
Minneapolis Public Library, and _ Miss 
Lydia Cutler, of the St. Paul Publie Li- 
brary, who is now attending the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Library School. 


KATHERINE FOSTER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
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TWIN CITIES HOSPITAL LIBRARY 
CLUB 

The hospital librarians of the Twin 

Cities were delightfully entertained at the 

Glen Lake Sanatorium, April 13th, 1929. 

After a tour of the hospital and a visit 
to the attractive library room, an excel- 
lent dinner was served, with programs at 
each place made by patients in occupa- 
tional therapy. Dr. F. L. Jennings spoke 
on the Value of the hospital library to the 
sanatorium, emphasizing the special need 
of books in this type of hospital, where 
most of the patients remain for a long 
period, and rest is of prime importance. 
E. C. Gale, a member of the hospital board, 
as well as of the Minneapolis library 
board, spoke on The hospital library’s re- 
lationship to its respective boards. The 
library is one of the branches of the Hen- 
nepin County system which is operated 
through contract with the Minneapolis 
public library. Miss Gratia Countryman, 
librarian of Minneapolis, reviewed the de- 
velopment of hospital library service in 
the Twin Cities, beginning with the organ- 
ization of work in St. Paul by Perrie 
Jones. 

Edith Corson, librarian at the Sanator- 
ium gave an interesting account of the 
work. She told of the necessary adjust- 
ments to the strict regime of the institu- 
tion, and her methods of circulating the 
books and maintaining interest in this 
miniature community. 

The library has grown from a stack of 
books wheeled around on a cart in 1926 
by a patient ‘‘on exercise’ to its present 
circulation of 38,239 books in the past 
year. 

“Non-fiction, travel and biography are 
especially enjoyed by the patients, but 
most of them read the lighter fiction first,” 
Miss Corson said. ‘‘We make no effort 
to ‘uplift’ them whatever, since it is our 
desire to keep them amused and _ inter- 
ested.” 

“Their reading taste is no _ different 
from that of other groups, because they 
are not sick enough to be different, ex- 
cept for the fact that they request more 
books mentioned over the radio than the 
average person does, since they listen to 
the radio throughout the day.’”’ 

Books on weaving, lettering and draw- 
ing are popular, and other volumes on oc- 
cupational therapy as well as vgecations, 
because many patients use the time they 
spend in the sanatorium to acquire 
greater knowledge for the time when they 
can work again. 





THE FOLWELL LIBRARY CLUB 


Three congenial dinner meetings formed 
the social side of this year’s activities of 
the Folwell Library Club, University of 
Minnesota. 
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The first was held on the evening of 
April 3 at the Yellow Lantern Tea Shop, 
on the campus. After dinner, when 
those attending had responded to roll call 
with the names of pioneers in the library 
field, Miss Gratia Countryman, librarian of 
the Minneapolis public library, gave a 
short talk on the library profession. 


The Minneapolis Business Women’s 
Club was the next meeting-place of the 
group at a six o’clock dinner on May 1. 
Miss Miriam Carey read the group a short 
story she had written which illustrated 
some of the problems with which she has 
come in contact in her library work in 
institutions. Two light numbers on the 
program were readings by Miss Alice 
James and a dance by Miss Gladys Smith, 
students in the Division of Library In- 
struction at the University. These were 
followed by an interesting review given by 
Miss Helen I. Sivertson on “Joseph and 
His Brethren” by H. W. Freeman. 


The most informal and probably the 
most interesting meeting of all was that 
held on June 5 at the home of Miss Lura 
Hutchinson, instructor in the Library Di- 
vision. This took the form of a picnic- 
weiner-roast. The students and _ their 
guests were given time to wander through 
and explore the park-like grounds and 
then gathered in one spot, built a fire, and 
roasted wieners. When the food had been 
satisfactorily done away with, Professor 
Martin Ruud of the English department 
gave a talk on his experiences in foreign 
libraries. Then, as twilight fell, Miss 
Prudence Owens read the group an enter- 
taining review by the light of the fire, on 
the children’s book, ‘‘Down in the Grass,’’ 
by Harold Kellock, after which the group 
left the last meeting they would attend as 
active members of the Folwell Library 
Club. 


LILLIAN SYRL COOPERMAN, 
Secretary. 





LIBRARY AIDS 


A number of the recent A. L. A. publi- 
cations will prove of special value to many 
librarians. Libraries should take advan- 
tage of the new rate on the Reading with 
a Purpose courses; in future it applies to 
miscellaneous assortments of titles. 


Cloth— 
SiM@le: BODY «... « bcswis-s-eins« $ .50 
10 copies or more........ 45 

Paper- 
GIRBIS OOF 6 ic osc c eh bee $ .35 
ee ee eer 1.00 
RD DOMNIS 6 ke Sa Heke aes 2.25 
So DOMNNS 2. kid wee ees 4.50 
SO. CORI .n.6 640. e 600190098 6.50 
100 copies or more, each.. pe | 


Advertising by Earnest Elmo Calkins is 
the latest of these courses. 

















Booklist Books, 1928. A.L.A. 65e (paper) 


Last year’s 200 best books from the point 


of view of sixty librarians. The two _ spe- 
cial lists on “Technical Books” and “Thirty 
Titles for Use in Hospitals” will be useful. 


Bostwick, Arthur E. 
in the United States. 


The Public Library 
A.L.A. $1 (eloth) 


This attractive little book shoulld be read 
primarily by the users of the library. Sim- 
ply and briefly the author tells about the 
differences between the old and the modern 
library, interior arrangements, relations 
with the public, kinds of service, arrange- 
ment and listing of books. There are num- 
erous excellent illustrations. 


Committee of the College and Reference 
Section of the A. L. A. College and 
Reference Library Yearbook, No. 1. 

A.L.A. $2.50 (cloth) 

survey of the 

college, this first 
bibliography of 
administration, 
statistics of 


Beginning with a 
in the American 
also contains a 
college library 
Novenrber 1928; 


library 
yearbook 
American 
June 1926 to 
university, col- 


lege, and reference libraries: and plans of 

various university and college library build- 

ings. 

Committee on Bookbinding. The Care 
and Binding of Books and Magazines. 
A.L.A. 50¢ each, 10 copies 35¢c each, 


100 copies 25e each 


Its usefulness may be noted by the chapter 


headings: Care of the books in the library, 
Better methods and material in book mend- 
ing, Preparing magazines for circulation, 


Suggestions for typing missing pages, Prep- 
aration of books for the bindery, Preparation 
of periodicals for the bindery, and Specifica- 

tions for library and school book binding. 
Committee on Library Extension. How 
to Organize a County Library Campaign. 
A.L.A. free 


In outline form tells the preliminary steps, 
publicity, and final arrangements necessary 
in a county library campaign. The bibli- 
ography on county libraries and the lists of 
“Key People” and “Some Important County 
Organizations” are important aids. 


Committee on Library Work with Child- 


ren, Children’s Library Yearbook, No. 
1. A.L.A. $2 (paper) 
The introduction is by Miss Linda East- 
man, and there are chapters by various li- 
brarians on the several phases of library 
work with children. Contains directory of 


statistics, and 
specializing in 
work. The appendices 
contain valuable material on: the child- 
ren’s librarian as a contributor to children’s 
literature, a bibliography on children’s books 
and reading, 1923-28, Children’s Book Week 
material, lists of books for children, and the 
John Newbery medal. 


Committee on Work with the Foreign 
Born. Reading Service to the Foreign 
Born. A.L.A. 75e (paper) 


salary 
schools 


children’s librarians, 
curricula of library 
children’s library 


Especially useful should be the “Lists for 
Americanization Workers” and “Dealers in 
Foreign Books.” There are also chapters on: 
The approach to the foreign born reader, 
Program to coordinate work in adult educa- 
tion by libraries and schools, Cataloging for- 
eign literature, Racial organizations with 
educational programs, and National organ- 
izations that promote Americanization and 


interracial understanding. 
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Felsenthal, Emma. Readable Books jp 
Many Subjects, a study and a list. 

A.L.A. 40¢ (paper) 

This list, arranged according to D. C. elas- 


sification, mentions the most interesting 
books in each field. The very brief anno. 
tations are helpful in deciding which book 
would fit a particular need. Index. 


Forty Notable American Books of 1928 
selected by the A.L.A. for the League 
of Nations. A.L.A. (paper) 
An annual selection of the best books in 

history, biography, social science, philosophy 


and psychology, belles lettres) and art, 
drama, religion, travel and social life, na- 
tural science, applied science, and law, 


Hospital Libraries Committee. Hospital 
Library Service, a bulletin of informa- 
tion for hospital and library organiza- 
tions. A.L.A. (paper) 
Especially helpful is the short section out- 

lining the library needs of a hospital which 

has 250 beds. The last section is about Vet- 

erans’ Hospital Libraries. Contains also a 

short survey of the hospital library field and 

a section on the relations between the hos- 

pital and the public library. 

McCombs, Charles F. The Reference De- 
partment. A.L.A. 35¢ (paper) 
This is a new edition of an earlier 

by E. C. Richardson (1911). Contains ma- 
terial on inter-library cooperation in refer- 
ence work, bibliographical work done in the 
department, service and supervision, and ad- 
ministration and organization. 

Melitta D. The German 

and his Reading. 

A.L.A. 50¢ 
Discusses the characteristics of the Ger- 
mans, gives an historical survey of German 
immigration, and a selected list of titles for 

a beginning German collection. 

Sixty Educational Books of 1928,  re- 
printed by the A.L.A. from the N.E.A. 
Journal, March 1929. A.L.A. (paper) 


annotations given for each 


work 


Peschke, Immi- 
grant 


(paper) 


Complete are 


title. 

Syracuse, N. Y. Public Library, Gold Star 
List. 25e (paper) 
This is a most worthwhile iist of American 

fiction from 1821-1928. It contains 500 titles 

classified by subject, short notes being given 


for each. 
M. V. K. 





RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 
Non-Fiction 


Mahony, Bertha EK. and Whitney, Elinor. 


Realms of gold in children’s books. 
D-D, 1929, $5. 028 


This book contains not only information 
but also inspiration for the buyer of child- 


ren’s books. Both the arrangement and 

choice of books are as nearly ideal as pos- 

sible; this is the opinion of May Lamberton 

Becker. 

Moton, Robert Russa. What the negro 
thinks. D-D, 1929, 2.50 325 


Dr. Moton is the principal of Tuskegee In- 
stitute and successor to Booker T. Washing- 


ton. He explains in a straightforward and 
dispassionate manner what the negro him- 


self thinks of his experiences in his relation 
to the white man and the fallacy in the 
phrase “I know the negro,” 
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Mott, Bessie Quirt. An American woman 
and her bank. D-D, 1929, 2.50 332 


All the maze of banks, banking, accounts, 
checks, credit, loans and bonds will be much 
simplified for any Woman who will take the 
precaution to read this simply written and 
non-technical treatment of the subject by a 
woman of real authority. Should be very 
useful in the library. 


Rosendahl, Carl Otto.and Butters, Fred- 
eric King. Trees and shrubs of Minne- 
sota. Univ. of Minn. Press, 1928, 4.00. 

580 

The authors have “sought to make science 
popular by giving the general reader the 
most precise information possible concern- 
ing the trees and Shrubs of the state, ex- 
pressed in the simplest terms consistent with 
the necessary precision.” This book should 
be in all Minnesota libraries. 


Hendrik. Man the miracle 
Liveright, 1928, 3.50. 608 


The story of invention is presented by 
Van Loon in the unusual way we expect 
from him. “From skin to skyscraper’ and 
“From foot to flying-machine” are two ol 
the chapters in this book which will prove 
of equal interest to parents and their child- 
ren alike. The illustrations are Van Loon’s 
own work. 


Alice Fanny and Jackson, Bet- 
tina. The study of interior decoration. 
D-D, 1928, 2.50. 747 
As a textbook for students of the subject, 

whether in school or out, this inexpensive 
and at the same time helpful and practical 
guide will be a profitable purchase for the 
library. Many illustrations break up the 
treatment of design, color, draperies, furni- 
ture and its history, ete. 


Van Loon, 
maker. 


Jackson, 


Tilton, George Fred. ‘‘Cap’n George Fred” 
himself. D-D, 1928, 4.00. 910 


Those patrons of the library who enjoyed 
Bob Bartlett’s Log will in all probability be 
pleased to read this thrilling account of 
whaling and sailing by a sea captain of New 
England, who ran “Way to sea at fourteen. 
Beautifully illustrated, 


McBride, Robert Medill. Towns and 
people of modern Germany. McBride, 
1927, 3.00. 914.3 


This is a less expensive edition of a popu- 
lar travel book which is entertainingly writ- 


ten and generously illustrated. 
Van Doren, Mrs. Dorothy Graffe, ed. The 
lost art. Coward-McCann, 1929, 3.00. 


920 

Fascinating as examples of the possibly 
lost art of letterwriting, as, revelations of 
personality and as pictures of interesting 
people and events of the past, are these let- 
ters of Lady Montagu, Abigail Adams, Mary 
Wollstonecraft, Jane Austen, Jane Carlyle, 
Margaret Fuller and Charlotte’ Bronte. 
Brief life histories are included. 


Repplier, Agnes. Pére Marquette. D-D, 
1929, 3.00. 921 
Attractive both outside and in is this story 
of the famous adventurer and priest, skill- 
fully presented by Miss Repplier in colorful 
prose. This will be enjoyed by the older stu- 
dents in high school as well as by the public 

In general, 


Ueland, Andreas. Recollections of an im- 
migrant. Minton, 1929, 3.00. 921 


‘ To the other biographies of interesting 
residents of Minnesota who have contributed 


National 


12 





to its development should be added this one 
of a man who also experienced the difficul- 


ties of adjustment as a Norwegian immi- 
grant. 

Fiction 
Edmonds, Walter D. Rome haul. Little, 


1929, 2.50. 

This account of days on the Erie canal 
when it was the “whole shebang of life’ and 
“them railroads was awful things” is highly 
praised for preserving a picture of this in- 
teresting phase in our national life. 

Min- 


Gillmore, Frances. Thumbeap Weir. 


ton, 1929, 2.50. 


A fresh and wholesome story against an 


unusual background of a Scottish fishing 

village, 

Hudson, Jay William, Abbé Pierre's 
people. Appleton, 1928, 2.50. 


If your library has readers who enjoyed 
the quiet charm of Abbé Pierre, they will 
be glad to see on your shelves this continua- 
tion of life in the Gascony village. If you 
do not have Abbé Pierre, buy this title. 
Dial, 


Imbs, Bravig. The professor's wife. 


1928, 2.50. 


Impishly bright amusing, this story of the 
faculty’s social life in a small college town 


will entertain those who appreciate clever 
satire. 
Lewis, Sinclair. Dodsworth. Harcourt, 


1929, 2.50. 

The retired American business man abroad 
with his socially ambitious wife is sympa- 
thetically treated in another long novel from 
Sinclair Lewis. 

Rice, Alice Caldwell Hegan. The buffer. 
Century, 1929, 2.50. 


Everyone who has read Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch (once asked for in a library 
as The Old Lady of the Vegetable Garden) 
will be interested in Mrs. Rice’s story of a 
young girl and her loyalty to her family in 
difficult circumstances, 

Dark 


Sedgwick, Anne Douglas. Hester. 


Houghton, 1929, 2.50. 


The mother and daughter-in-law relation- 
ship with its attendant misunderstanding 
between generations is presented in the au- 
thor’s charming and_ skillful manner. A 
disappointment in some respects, but a pleas- 
ure to read nevertheless. 


Walpole, Hugh and Priestley, John Boyn- 
ton. Farthing Hall. D-D, 1929, 2.50. 


Walpole and Priestley doubtless had great 
fun working out this story between them, 
each contributing half to the amusing inter- 
change of letters between two young men 
who are in love and difficulty. 





KOR SALE 


geographic magazine, 1917-21. 
9v. bound in green buckram, new $1 a 
volume. 


Warner’s World’s best literature. 30V. 


$15. 


Owatonna Public Library, 
Maud van Buren, Librarian. 
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SOME RECENT BOOKS FOR JUNIOR Kelly, Eric P. Trumpeter of Krakow, q 
HIGH SCHOOLS tale of the fifteenth century. Maemil- 


Recommended by Celia Frost, lan, 1928, 2.50. 
Librarian, Bryant Junior High School Lansing, Marion F. Magic gold. Little 
1928, 2.00. 
Adams, J. D., ed. Swords of the Vikings. : a ; 
Dutton, 1928, 2.50. Dramatic stories kaneis, wer Little girl of 1900. Stokes 
and legends of the Danes. 1928, 2.50. 
Allen, E. L. Model airplanes; how to Lownsbery, Eloise. Boy knight of Reims, 


build and fly them. Stokes, 1928, 3.50. Houghton, 1927, 2.50. 


Barker, E. C. Growth of a nation; U. S. Malkus, Alida S.  Dragon-fly of Zuni. 
of America. Row, 1928, 1.80. Harcourt, 1928, 2.50. 


Bryant, Lorinda. Children’s book of 
American landmarks. Century, 1927, 


Masefield, John. Midnight folk. Mae- 
millan, 1927, 2.50. 


2.50. Meigs, Cornelia. Clearing weather. Little 
DuPuy, Wm. A. Money. Heath, 1927, 1928, 2.00. 
2.50. Nordhoff, Charles. Derelict, further ad- 


Echols, Ula W. Knights of Charle- ventures of Charles Seldon and his na- 


magne. Longmans, 1928, 3.00. tive friends on the South Seas. (Sequel 
; ; to The Pearl Lagoon.) Little, 1928 
Farjeon, Eleanor. Come Christmas. 2.00. , 


Stokes, 1928, 1.75. ” 

Rideout, Henry M. Lola the bear; a tale 
Fleischman, Doris, ed. Outline of careers for men and boys. Duffield, 1928, 1.75 

for women; a practical guide to achieve- ae. 

ment. Doubleday, 1928, 3.00. 


Ford, Antoinette. My Minnesota. Lyons, 


Robida, Albert. Treasure of Carecas- 
sonne. Longmans, 1928, 2.00. 


Whitney, Elinor. Tod of the fens. Mace- 


9 
1929, 1.28. millan, 1928, 2.25. 
Gask, Lillian. All about animals from A 
to Z. Crowell, 1927, 3.00. Animal Stories 
Halle, Rita. Which college? Macmillan, Rogers, Lou. tise of the Red Alders. 
1928, 2.00. Harper, 1928, 2.50. 
Irving, Washington. Knickerbocker’s his- Mukerji, Dhan G. Ghond the _ hunter 
tory of New York; ed. by Anne Carroll Dutton, 1928, 2.50. 


Moore. Doubleday, 1928, 3.50. . ae e ; 
: Pir: ; , Salten, Felix. Bambi, a life in the woods. 
Power, Eileen. Cities and their stories. Simon & Schuster, 1928, 2.50. 
Houghton, 1927, 1.75. 


Rogers, Cameron. Drake's quest. Double- 
day, 1927, 2.50. 
Salomon, Julian. Book of Indian crafts 





NEW AND INTERESTING NON-FICTION 


and Indian lore. Harper, 1928, 3.50. By Amy A. Lewis, Librarian, Fergus Falls 
Sandburg, Carl. Abe Lincoln grows up. The non-fiction of today has changed in 
Harcourt, 1928, 2.50. character, has become far more readable, 


far more interesting, far more aliv 
rot a ‘ : > § » alive, than 
Sugimoto, Chiyono. Picture tales from ; Pi cag i ’ 

2g ’ } Peter Parley, Mrs. Markham, Hannah 


the Japanese. Stokes, 1928, 1.25. More, and Abbott, to quote some of the 
Untermeyer, Louis. Yesterday and today; authors of half a century ago. 

a collection of verse (mostly modern). I cannot attempt to cover a very large 

Harcourt, 1927, 2.50. field in the scope of this paper, so I have 

planned to take a few outstanding works 

Fiction which appeal to the general public. 

Bennett, C. M. Mutiny Island. Dutton, “The Story of Philosophy” by Durant is 

1928, 2.00. marked by a sense of humor, a lucid 

Crownfield, Gertrude. Feast of Noel; style, and a surety born of familiarity. It 

tales of Provence. Dutton, 1928, 1.50. is never ambiguous and always interest- 


Daniel, Hawthorne. Seal of the White a and ” = aesrepeggi ; 
Buddha. Coward-McCann, 1928, 2.00. , “Whither mankind,” edited by Beard, 
; ues ; is a symposium of modern civilization. 
Darby, Ada Claire. Skip-come-a-Lou. jy spite of their unequal merit the e- 
Stokes, 1928, 1.75. says make an interesting and suggestive 
Dombrowski zu Papros and Krusvic, frau yolume. The writers are men of this age, 
Kathe. Abdallah and the donkey. aii moderns. The book is full of interest. 
Macmillan, 1928, 2.00 From philosophy I will now turn to a 
Ferris, Helen. Adventure waits. Har- very different subject, more generally in- 
court, 1928, 2.50. teresting to the individual. 
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“The Royal road to romance’ and 
“Glorious Adventure” by Richard Halli- 
purton, are very original and very read- 
able. They deal an effective blow against 
the tedious volumes written by so many 
travelers who like to see themselves in 
print. 


“Trader Horn” the book and the man 
can stand on their own merits,—this book 
does indeed tickle the appetite of the 
most jaded. 


“Mother India” by Katharine Mayo, does 
not reveal itself as the product of a re- 
flective mind. The indictment is too 
sweeping, and the authoress does not get 
under the surface to seek for causes in 
order that suitable remedies may be pre- 
scribed. It has caused a greater stir than 
any book on India which has appeared in 
the present generation. 

“Bambi” by Salten, is the life-story of 
a forest deer, from fawn to full-grown 
stag, told simply, tenderly, poetically. 

There are two new books of travel I 
would like to mention: “On Mediter- 
ranean Shores’ by Emil Ludwig, and 
“The Desert Road to Turkestan” by Owen 
Lattimore. These two books are worlds 
apart. Dr. Ludwig’s itinerary was one 
that any tourist may follow—marvelling 
to see how discerning and penetrating was 
the mind that journeyed through these 
scenes. Owen Lattimore’s journey was 
taken over a little-used caravan route that 
no white man had ever before traversed; 
he made it without companions of his own 
color, and merged himself with the native 
background of the camel caravans, so as 
to avoid comment. 





“The Great Galilean” by Robert Keable, 
which is a different interpretation of the 
Life of Christ, originally published in the 
Atlantic Monthly. It is very well written, 
although we cannot agree with the writer 
in the view he takes. 


“The Son of Man’’ by Ludwig, is also a 
Life of the Savior. This book deals with 
“Jesus,’’ to quote his own confession and 
has not a word to say about “Christ.” All 
supernatural elements of the gospels, 
therefore, disappear. Jesus, in this story 
is not Christ, or the atoning Savior, or 
the Son of God, but a simple Galilean 
peasant. 

Ludwig, Strachey and Maurois_ are, 
without doubt, the leading biographers of 
the day, and we will take ‘‘Napoleon”’ by 
Ludwig, next in order. This book is ex- 
cellently translated. With brilliant success 
it attempts the difficult task of giving the 
inner history of Napoleon. ‘William 


Hohenzollern” is an interpretation of the 
Kaiser which accounts for his character 
and acts by the influences of his early 
youth. There stands before us in this 
biography the figure of a man with whom 
an able family came to perdition—only 
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because he never met with such resistance 
from his people as in time would have 
matured him. 

Another worth-while biography is 
“Henry VIIL’ by Francis Hackett. This 
is a magnificent historical pageant which 
glows with the confusion and color of 
Henry’s own Field of the Cloth of Gold 

: the most entrancing true story in 
vears—and the greatest book value since 
Ludwig's ‘‘Napoleon.”’ 

The autobiography of ‘Daisy, Princess 
of Pless’’ is most fascinating and original. 
The book is largely drawn from her own 
diaries and a life-long correspondence with 
members of nearly all the German Royal 
Houses, the Swedish Court, and the Eng- 
lish royal and political circles. 


“Klizabeth and = KEssex,” by Lytton 
Strachey, which is said to be ‘‘not only 
the author’s best book; it is a great book.” 
He creates from the eginmatic figure of 
the Virgin Queen a_ passionate, lonely 
hesitating woman, harassed by her love 
for a younger man, yet moulded by her 
superb intellect, and by the long use of 
power into a majestic symbol of sove- 
reignty. 


“Mary, Queen of Scots’? by Margarete 
Karlbaum Siebert, translated by Mary 
Agnes Hamilton. In this book, a German 
writer, using the methods and freedom 
of modern biography has made of this 
world heroine a living figure. Both le- 
gend and historical facts surround her, 
and the three strong men whose love led 
to her destruction; Rizzio, Darnley, and 
Bothwell. This amazing personality is de- 
scribed against the background of Scot- 
land torn with religious dissension and 
with the treacheries and hatreds of arro- 
gant clans, and far off in London, her 
sister Elizabeth waited, and moulded the 
inevitable tragedy. 

There is one more biography I must 
mention which is well worthy of notice: 
“Disraeli,”” by Andre Maurois. It is one 
of the most delightful biographies of re- 
cent years, and is indeed a “picture of 
the Victorian age.’ It might be called, 
with equal accuracy, a study of an ambi- 
tious man. All through the book there 
runs this view of him. He is depicted 
with an immense relish for life and a 
“Jong youthfulness of heart.’ 

Before closing this paper I would like 
to mention a brilliant writer, whose latest 
book *“*Thobbing’’ is on our shelves. This 
is Henshaw Ward, who has also written 
“The Evolution of John Doe,’ and “Ex- 
ploring the universe. “Thobbing” is 
written in a bantering semi-serious vein 
about the absurdities of philosophy, relig- 
ion, economics, morality, education, sci- 
ence, ete., when investigation and reform 
in these fields are based upon mere specu- 
lation. Mr. Ward’s principles are ex- 
pressed in what will be to some readers, 
an irritating manner. 











I have only mentioned a very few of 
the outstanding books of the day;——these 
show an improvement upon the drawn- 
out methods of the older writers and cer- 
tainly should 

“To one of these four ends conduce, 

For wisdom, piety, delight or use.’’ 
Sir John Denham. 





IN MEMORIAM 


Ruth M. Wright, head of the Reference 
Division of the J. J. Hill Reference Li- 
brary since the fall of 1925, died on June 
3rd, after a short illness. 

In commenting on her work, J. 
librarian of the Hill Reference 
said: 

“Miss Wright was a woman of rare 
character and attainments. Her profes- 
sional experience was varied and exceed- 
ingly successful. After holding many 
other important positions, she went to the 
public library of Newark, N. J., and 
worked there with John Cotton Dana, one 
of the really great librarians in the coun- 
try. She came from Newark to the Hill 
Reference library and made herself im- 
mediately and deeply valued by the charm 
of her character as well as by her profes- 
sional attainments. 

“She was a woman of 


G. Pyle, 
Library 


immense infor- 


mation, of broad and generous sympathy : 


and made a host of friends wherever she 
went. The Hill Reference library owes 
much to her constructive work and her 
death, although she had lived here com- 
paratively few years, is a real loss to the 
community as well as a lasting sorrow to 
her friends.” 

Mrs. G. V. Guillaume, a member of the 
Mountain Iron library board for the past 
two years, died at her home, March 16, 
1929, after a short illness of scarlet fever. 
She had at various times, previous to her 
membership on the board, worked as an 
assistant in the library, and her interest 
and help continued as a member of the 
board. 

Mrs. 
all community 
distinction as a vocalist of charm 
Range. 


Guillaume was not only active in 
affairs but had also won 
on the 





LIBRARIANS 


Harriet A. Wood, State Supervisor of 
School Libraries, has gone to Portland, 
Oregon, where she will give a six weeks’ 
course in Children’s Literature at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon summer session, for the 
teacher-librarians in Platoon schools. She 
will also give a general course in school 
library work at Marylhurst Normal Sum- 
mer School. 

Elizabeth of John 


Seripture, Librarian 


Marshall High School, Minneapolis, will 
give courses in Book selection and Refer- 


ence work in School Libraries in the 
summer session at Columbia University, 

Margaret Greer, Librarian at Central 
High School, Minneapolis, will teach in 
the summer session at Syracuse University 

Miss Margaret Mount formerly of the 
3ranch Division of the St. Paul Library 
has recently been appointed Librarian of 
the State Normal School at Ellensberg 
Washington. a 

Miss Constance Humphrey, who in June 
completed her second year at the (Col- 
umbia University School of Library Sej- 
ence and received her Master’s degree, has 
accepted a position with the Buffalo Pap- 
lic Library, Buffalo, N. Y. She will be 
first assistant in the catalog department. 
Miss Humphrey was formerly with the St. 
Paul Public Library and later with the 
Minnesota Historical Society. 

Miss Frida Pliefke, of the Reference De- 
partment, St. Paul Public Library, left 
June 15 to become assistant librarian at 
the Ball State Teacher’s College, Muncie 
Indiana. 

Miss Helen Rugg, who has finished the 
course at the Carnegie Library school] at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., will return to the St. 
Paul Public Library June 18. Miss Rugg 
is spending a few days in Cleveland and 
will return by way of the Great Lakes, 

Gladys Brown, formerly of the Library 
Division, who has completed a year of 
Library training at Columbia University 
will substitute in one of the branches of 
the New York Public Library during the 
summer. 


TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


Spring reports from librarians of trav- 
eling libraries are very favorable as to the 
popularity of the books and their large cir- 
culation. One librarian states that the 
fifty-volume library sent her showed a ¢ir- 
culation of 595; another that four-fifths 
of the books were in constant circulation. 


A school librarian writes: ‘“‘We are en- 
joying our traveling library every day. 


The past few months our circulation rec- 
ord has doubled any of former years, and 
I am sure the traveling library deserves 
much credit.’’ For the first time our sup- 
ply of libraries for children was exhausted 
and a rather long reserve list was neces- 
sary, some orders having to be carried over 
until next fall when school opens. 

To prevent such a delay next year, our 
orders for new traveling libraries will in- 
clude a number of new graded libraries 
for use in the schools, and, of course, a 
new general library for the childrens’s 
recreational reading among the books pub- 
lished this year. The emphasis will be on 
the juvenile books, although there will be 
new libraries of the other types, also. Li- 
brarians who wish the best selections 
should send in their fees late in the sum- 
mer or early fall. 
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Miss Kress has sent out her. yearly let- 
ter to clubs, a number of answers having 
already been received. teading with a 
Purpose courses are becoming increasingly 
popular for club use, modern drama and 
psychology being most in demand. We 
are ordering sufficient copies of the 
courses themselves to care for club de- 
mands, and with all of the recommended 
pooks in our collection, study clubs may 
look forward to an interesting year. 

Perhaps librarians would like to bor- 
row during the summer our exhibits of the 
Mother Goose and Treasure Island edi- 
tions. They and the book maps and pos- 
ters we have to loan would help to fresh- 
en up exhibit shelves and tabies when 
children have the leisure to enjoy them. 

8,617 pictures have gone out to schools 
and clubs in the last eight months, al- 
most twice as many as were circulated 
the previous year during the same months. 
A greater number of art study clubs have 
used our pictures this year, with numer- 
ous expressions of satisfaction. We shall 
be very glad to have librarians advertise 
this service to their clubs next fall. We 
have received from the International Mind 
Aleove the following attractive books, 
both for children and adults: 


Adult Books 


Zimand. Living India. 

MacCreagh. The last of free Africa. 
McLean. That Mexican! 

McBride. Towns and people of modern 


rermany. 


Children’s Books 


Palmer. Abdul. 
Kirby. Aunt Martha’s corner. cup- 
board. 


Tietjens. Boy of the desert. 
Hill. Little Tonino. 


Warner. Windows into Alaska. 


Kor very young children 


Mitsu, a little girl of Japan. 
Children of the field 


Barnard. 
Uncle Robert. 
and forest. 
Uncle Robert. Children of the moun- 

tain and plain. 

Uncle Robert. Children of the snow 
and ice. 
Uncle Robert. 

shine. 
Among the books added to the open 
shelf collection are the following: 


Children of the = sun- 


Christie. Samplers and stitches. 
Dimnet. Art of thinking. 

Franck. Fringe of the Moslem world. 
Hackett. Henry VIII. 


van Buren. SJaster in modern story. 


MILDRED L. METHVEN, 
Librarian. 


lt 








NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Alexandriam—Recent gifts to the mu- 
seum collection are a Civil War Sword 
and an old-fashioned candle-mold from 
Clinton Coykendall, and a fine specimen of 
petrified wood found in the county by Joe 
Schlecter. 


Aurora—Miss Greta Lagro, school li- 
brarian, has classified the books in the 
public library and new shelving has been 
made to relieve the crowded condition 
of the shelves. 


Austin — Class-room libraries  estab- 
lished in the Webster and Lincoln Schools 
last October have been very successful. 
25 volume collections are placed in the 
rooms in charge of the teacher, and ex- 
changed every six weeks. Prizes were of- 
fered to the boy or girl who did the most 
reading during the year. These were 
awarded at the annual school exhibit in 
May. 


Bird Island—The public library is now 
supported entirely by the village and is 
located in the village hall. Its affairs are 
administered by a board of 9 members ap- 
pointed by the mayor. In January, Miss 
Baldwin of the Library Division classified 
and rearranged the library which had just 
received $100 worth of new books from 
the local women’s civic society. Mrs. H. 
T. Robb, the librarian, reports an increas- 
ing patronage. 


Chatfield—A bequest of $200 was made 
to the Chatfield publie library by Dr. Her- 
bert Twitchell of Hamilton, Ohio, who was 
the first white child born in Chatfield. 


Cokato—The H. C. Bull Memorial Li- 
brary is maintained by the school board 
and a self-perpetuating board of five mem- 
bers, appointed by Mr. Bull, of which the 
mayor is a member ex-officio. The village 
council appropriates $300 a year for main- 
tenance, and about $8000 remains in the 
fund given by Mr. Bull, the income of 
which will be available for support. 


Columbia Heights—More donations to 
the Columbia Heights Public Library are 
an attractive library sign, and a reed mag- 
azine stand. New books have recently 
been purchased. 


Deerwood—The Civic League held a 
candy sale in April for the benefit of the 
library fund and plans for reorganizing 
the library during the summer are being 
made. 


Detroit. Lakes—The Ladies Library 
Club sponsored a tag day which netted 
$70 to be used for improvements on the 
interior of the library. 


Duluth—A library board of seven mem- 
bers will be appointed by the mayor. A 
new ordinance passed by the council re- 
quires all non-resident patrons to pay an 
annual fee of $2. Students from other 


places attending educational institutions 
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in Duluth, will be classed as residents. 
All funds derived from non-resident fees 
will be used for purchase of additional 
books. 


Eveleth—The library observed Interna- 
tional Boys’ Week and Child Health Day 
with appropriate displays of books. 


Faribault—The responsibility of the 
public library in collecting and preserving 
local history was emphasized by Miss 
Gratia Countryman in a talk before the 
Rice County Historical Society in March. 
Work on the new Buckham Memorial Li- 
brary has been started. 


Glenwood—The annual stunt night for 
the benefit of the library was put on April 
5. The proceeds this year were used to 
purchase books for children. 


Rapids—The children’s depart- 
removed to the basement 


Grand 
ment will be 
September Ist. 

A collection of about 700 volumes on 
the world war given by David Gage Joyce, 
will be shelved by itself in the small ref- 
erence room while the general reference 
books will occupy the former children’s 
room. 


Hallock—As a result of the efforts of 
the Womans Community Club, the city 
council has levied a one mill tax for the 
publie library. Arrangements have been 
made for securing suitable quarters, and 
a gift of 1000 books from his private li- 
brary has been received from Dr. A. W. 
Shaleen. 


International Falls—The walls and ceil- 


ing of the reading-room have been 
painted. Enough insulite was given by 


the Paper Co. to cover the ceiling of the 
basement room, and the work was done by 
the bank. 


Litchfield—The 25th anniversary of the 
opening of the public library was cele- 
brated May 24th. A number of short ad- 
dresses were made, all paying tribute to 
the splendid service given by Mrs. Alice 
Lamb, who has been librarian since the 
beginning. Miss Baldwin of the Library 
Division congratulated the community on 
the high standard of book selection and 
service which had been maintained 
through Mrs. Lamb’s librarianship. 


McGregor—The Community Club of 
McGregor has started a public library in 
the American Legion rooms. 


shows a 
5,786 


report 
gain of 


Mankato—The annual 
circulation of 114,382, a 
over the preceding year. 

A vacation reading project has been at- 
tempted in the form of a travel club. 
Tours have been worked out to take the 
children traveling via the book route. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
editor of the local paper to publish weekly 








book notes on the editorial page under a 
block heading. The library grounds haye 
been improved by new shrubbery, paid for 
by the library, but planted by the park 
men. 


Monticello—An amendment to the j- 
library law authorizing school boards to 
maintain public libraries in places of legs 
than 2000 was passed by the Legislature. 
The amendment provides that in the case 
of a gift for a building to house a school 
and public library, the school board may 
appoint a library board and levy a tax for 
its support. Under the provision of this 
law the library board which has had 
charge of the Monticello library for 25 
years has passed out of existence, and the 
library has been turned over to the Board 
of Education. The six members of the 
board are ex-officio members of the li- 
brary board and the board has the power 
to appoint the three other members. The 
library has been removed to the new 
Worth Brasie building which is located on 
the school grounds. 


Ortonville—Gifts for purchase of books 
have been received as follows: $94.50 
from the granite-cutters organization, the 
proceeds of a dance; and $27.50 from the 
Home Economics Club. 


Owatonna—A rearrangement of the 
basement rooms provides more space for 
files of magazines. 


Paynesville—The Booklovers Club has 
earned about $40 for the library by tak- 
ing magazine subscriptions. 


Pine City—The annual meeting of the 
Pine City Library Association was held 
May 7th. Reports of the officers and com- 
mittees were given, and officers for the 
coming year were elected. Miss Baldwin 
of the Library Division urged the impor- 
tance of putting the library on a firm 
financial basis and recommended that an 
effort be made to make it a village insti- 
tution with a regular tax levy for sup- 
port. 


Pipestone—The public library has been 
placed on the list to receive the books in 
the International Mind Alcove from the 
Carnegie Endowment for _ International 
Peace. 
open 


St. Charles—The library is now 


two evenings each week. 


St. Cloud—During the summer months 
any borrower may take 10 books to be 
kept from June to September. Special 
mailing service is offered to vacationists. 


St. Paul—The Hospital Service of the 
St. Paul Public Library has recently re- 


ceived a gift of over 400 volumes and 
$70.00 in cash from the Northwestern 


Baptist Hospital Association. 
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St. Peter—The Woman’s Literary Club 
has given $50 to the publie library with 
which to purchase children’s books. 


Thief River Falls—Walls and ceilings 
have been washed, and newly painted. 
Two Harbors— The = annual report 


showed an increase in circulation of 28 
per cent over the previous year. 


Windom—The vote on the library tax 
was 327 to 296, in favor, but lacked the 
two-thirds majority required by law. 

It is expected that the council will con- 
tinue the small appropriation it has been 
making and with help from the various 
clubs, the library board hopes to continue 
the librarian and keep the library open 
several days each week, 


COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS 

The extension of library service to rur- 
al districts through county libraries was 
the subject of discussion at a conference 
called by the A.L.A. in Chicag March 
26. Agricultural and educational leaders 
from all parts of the country, representa- 
tives of agricultural industries, the Li- 
brary Extension Committee and the Pres- 
ident and Secretary of the A.L.A. met for 
an informal discussion of rural library 
problems. 

On the following day, the Library Ex- 
tension Committee, in a business session, 
expressed its reaction to the conference 
in the following resolution: The interest 
evidenced by rural leaders in conference, 
March 26, with the Library Extension 
Committee of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, enforces the conviction. 


1. That the rural 
educational and 
ties with their 


people demand equal 
cultural opportuni- 
urban neighbors; 


bo 


That this equality can best be had 
through the establishment of county 
libraries adequately supported by 
public funds under trained librarians; 


3. That county appropriations for county 
library service must be supplemented 
and stimulated by state and federal 
aid, and, at this early stage of the 
movement, by gifts of individuals and 
organizations and grants from educa- 
tional foundations; 


4. That demonstration county libraries 
in every state would prove the value 
of the service; 

do. That information about county library 
service must be spread through the 
press, the farm journals, by exhibits 
and leaflets, by speakers and _ field 
agents; and 

6. That all 
concerned 


agencies 
share 


state 
progress 


national and 
with rural 


the opportunity and the responsibility 
for furthering county library develop- 
ment. 
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The Henne- 
their spring 
school and 


Hennepin County Institute. 
pin County librarians held 
meeting at the Eden Prairie 
publie library, May 4th. 

Fourteen librarians responded to roll- 
eall, with two minute reports of progress 
or new accomplishments. The Excelsior 
and Osseo branches are enjoying new and 
enlarged quarters. <A general increase in 
reference work and adult circulation was 
reported. Miss Amanda Johnson, Maple 
Plain told of making a speech at a Farm 
Bureau meeting, and also of advertising 
the county library idea at a Bible Insti- 
tute which includes people from many 
states. One librarian reported that re- 
quests for books on garden pests had been 
received as a direct result of Mrs. Domin- 
ic’s radio talk in January. 

Hospital library work at Glen Lake 
Sanatorium, was described by Edith Cor- 
son. She told of the conditions of life in 
a Sanatorium whose strict regime makes 
special adjustments necessary, altho it is 
a miniature of the outside world. Women 
patients are in the majority, and there are 
20 children in the infirmary. There is a 
radio in every room and monthly radio 
talks are given on library procedure. New 
titles are announced, books not read are 
advertised. Plans for drama reading were 
being made. The Trudeau Club, an or- 
ganization of patients, gives $15 a month 
for books and subscribes for magazines in 
addition. 

A luncheon with most attractive May 
pole decorations was served by students of 
the school. After luncheon Miss Country- 


man extended greetings, and Supt. Fris- 
wold gave a talk. He paid his respects 


to librarians and the service they are giv- 
ing to the school, saying that their work 
resembles that of the teacher in its human 
relations, in its problems of professional- 
ization, and because it is never done. At- 
titudes, he said, are more important than 
mental capacity. 

After luncheon, Celia Frost, Librarian 
of Bryant Junior High School, Minne- 
apolis presented a list of recent books, 
useful in a Junior High School Library, 
with brief comments. (See page 128.) 
Comments on a few interesting new books 
were delightfully given by Miss McDonald, 
Bibliographic Committee, Minneapolis 
Public Library. Among those mentioned 
were: Lynd’s Middletown, a study of a 
typical Middle West town; Humphrey’s 
Chrysalis; Hackett’s Henry, the VIII, and 
Strachey’s Elizabeth and Essex, represent- 
ing the new biography; Gordon’s On wan- 
dering wheels; Van Loon’s Man, the 
miracle maker. 

Harriet Wood, State Director of School 
Libraries, gave a talk on School Library 
Administration. 

She stated the problem as one requiring 
constant adjustments between librarian 
and teacher, and on the other hand mak- 
ing the library interesting to the children. 












It is one of human relations, in which the 
librarian must first understand the policy 
of the superintendent, and be in sympathy 
with both teachers and pupils. She em- 
phasized the importance of training pupil 
assistants to make them self-helpful, and 
to relieve the librarian of routine. She 
urged that librarians share their book en- 


thusiasms, and displayed scrap books 
showing the work of the library, contain- 


ing contributions from the children them- 
selves. 
Mrs. 
tendent 
nothing 
compare 


Dills, 
was 
had 

with 


Hennepin County Superin- 
present and testified that 
been done educationally to 
County library service. 


County. A branch has been 
Squaw Lake in charge of the 
Library Club. <A _ collection 


Itasca 
opened at 
Squaw Lake 





of books in English and Finnish has been 
placed there and a librarian will be on 
duty Sunday afternoons. 





Koochiching County. Arrangements 
were made with the county superintendent 
to have a member of the library staff visit 
the schools with the county supervisors for 
the purpose of taking inventory. Lists of 
books charged to the smaller schools were 
prepared by the Commercial Department 
of the High School and mailed to the 
teachers with a letter asking their coop- 
eration in sending in all books before ya- 
cation so as to unify the collection, 





SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 


The School Libraries Department is 
omitted from this number, in view of the 
fact that it was not issued until after the 
close of schools. 











